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SOCIAL CAPITAL
IN THE UNIVERSITY-BASED
INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS

IN THE LEADING LIFE
SCIENCES CLUSTERS

Implications for Poland

Editor _
. Matgorzata Runiewic

The concept of an innovation ecosystem is connected
with the observation that in modern economy innova-
tion is not a result of the activity of one person or com-
pany, but it rather stems from social interactions and
cooperation between different actors, especially firms
and scientific units. In particular, a popular form of co-
operation is clusters, in which relations between mem-
bers create a whole system enabling the companies
with limited knowledge access to transfer it from local
partners. This is the reason why the concept of clus-
ters is becoming increasingly important and popular
in contemporary economics, both as a business mod-
el for firms involved in innovation activities and as an
innovation policy instrument. Therefore, an important
and interesting topic was discussed in the following
monograph, both from the point of view of theory and
practice. The originality of the research problem should
be highly appreciated because while there are many
publications addressing the process of cluster devel-
opment in Poland, the reviewed book fills a significant
research gap regarding the role of social capital in in-
novation ecosystems, analyzed from the perspective of
life sciences clusters. The study combines well-select-
ed literature sources with practical orientation, and is
a successful example of a work that meets academic
standards and can be of interest to practitioners.
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